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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily adjust color 
balance. 

SOLUTION: A frequency distribution for each color 
component is obtained as to image data through 
interleaving (SI 02). and whether or not similarity is in 
existence between frequency distributions is checked 
(S116). and when the similarity is not lower, it is 
discriminated that the characteristics found out from the 
substantial frequency distribution are in matching with 
each other. Then offset correction, contrast emphasis, 
and lightness correction are used to correct a deviation 
(S204-S216). Thus, an excellent and powerful image is 
obtained even from image data with deteriorated color 
reproducibility, the processing is automated and even an 
tunskillful person easily corrects the color balance. 
Furthermore, an offset quantity in response to a degree 
of the similarity is calculated and color slurring is 
corrected in the step S206. 
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